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The airship America with which we had made two voyages from Spitsbergen in our efforts to reach the North Pole, one of more than a hundred miles out over the Arctic Sea, was generously lent us by Mr. Victor F. Lawson, of Chicago, president of the association which had built the ship and supported the polar expeditions. But for a chance to cross the Atlantic the airship required enlargement,, improvement, a new steel car, new engines, fittings, appliances of all sorts, costing a large sum of money.
All my life a journalist, and proud of it, always a believer in the principle that journalism of the best sort is alert and enterprising in trying to do something for progress, I again turned to journalism for financial assistance.
I am proud of the fact that I was able to form a combination of the greatest newspaper in the old world, the London Daily Telegraph, with the journal which is generally regarded as being the foremost in the eastern part of our own country, the New York Times, and the leading paper of interior America, the Chicago Record-Herald, with which I have been connected all of my active life,
These great journals, assuming no direct responsibility for the voyage, but leaving all that to me, advanced the forty thousand dollars which we had estimated to be necessary to put